The in-vitro activity of an antifungal antibiotic benanomicin A in comparison with amphotericin B.
Benanomicin A showed a broad antifungal spectrum, inhibiting the growth of all test strains of 41 yeasts, 23 dimorphic fungi, 23 dematiaceous fungi, 16 aspergilli, and 19 dermatophytes, with the exception of 12 zygomycetic strains. The MIC values of benanomicin A were comparable to those of amphotericin B against Cryptococcus. Rhodotorula, Trichosporon, Geotrichum, Sporothrix, and some dermatophytes, but were two to eightfold higher than those of amphotericin B against other fungal pathogens tested. The action of benanomicin A was fungicidal.